My War Memories, 1914-1918
cabled again to the Foreign Office : " Unless military considerations are absolutely decisive, it would be highly desirable to postpone" (the unrestricted warfare), ''Wilson believes he can secure peace on the basis proposed by us of equality of rights for all nations."
In forwarding us this cablegram, the Secretary for Foreign Affairs wrote that he had urged the Chief of the Naval Staff to lessen the danger of a rupture with America by fixing certain definite periods of grace for neutral ships, which the Ambassador had proposed. I at once replied that we agreed to this. It is clear that the Foreign Office had not concluded, oven from this second communication from Bernstorff, that there was any modification of the general situation, fur the Secretary would otherwise have mentioned it,
I never had a clear understanding of the correspondence between the Government and the Ambassador; indeed, I only learnt of it by degrees.
I knew nothing of the progress of the negotiations with the United States. The Chancellor and the Secretary for Foreign Affairs complained of the difficulties of communication with the Ambassador and of the resulting ambiguities. They had, of course, to do everything possible to avoid a rupture with the United States, in spite of the existence of the unrestricted campaign.
On the 2Qth January, unexpectedly, so far as I was concerned, Chancellor von Bethmann and Secretary Dr. Zimmermann arrived at Pless. We were summoned to a discussion with the Emperor over a new proposal for intervention by President Wilson. The Chancellor read a dispatch which he had drafted for transmission to Count Bernstorff, in which he proposed that we should declare for peace on the status quo ante basis.
So far as I remember, the dispatch proposed the submission to President Wilson, then or on some later occasion, of the following claims as the basis for possible peace negotiations:
49 Restoration of the portions of Upper Alsace occupied by France;
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